Bloom’s Taxonomy Keywords for Program Planning
Bloom’s Taxonomy provides a framework for developing clear, measurable learning objectives. When planning an educational activity, select action verbs that describe what learners should be able to do after participating.
Standard Learning Objective Introduction
By the conclusion of this activity, learners will be able to:
Bloom’s Taxonomy Action Verbs
	Bloom’s Level
	Purpose
	Suggested Action Verbs

	Remember
	Recall facts, terms, or basic concepts
	define, identify, list, name, recall, state, label

	Understand
	Demonstrate comprehension of information or concepts
	explain, summarize, discuss, classify, compare, interpret, describe

	Apply
	Use knowledge or skills in a clinical or professional situation
	apply, demonstrate, implement, use, calculate, perform, select

	Analyze
	Examine information and determine relationships or patterns
	analyze, differentiate, examine, compare, contrast, categorize, prioritize

	Evaluate
	Make judgments using established criteria or evidence
	evaluate, assess, appraise, critique, justify, determine, recommend

	Create
	Develop or produce something new using acquired knowledge
	create, design, develop, formulate, construct, plan, propose, integrate


Words and Phrases to Avoid
Avoid verbs or phrases that are vague, difficult to observe, or challenging to measure.
Words to avoid include:
· Know
· Understand
· Learn
· Appreciate
· Be aware of
· Be familiar with
· Comprehend
· Grasp
· Believe
· Realize
· Recognize the importance of
· Gain knowledge of
· Become knowledgeable about
· Increase awareness of
Why Avoid These Words?
These terms describe internal thoughts or perceptions rather than an observable learner behavior. Learning objectives should clearly communicate what the learner will demonstrate, perform, identify, analyze, or evaluate after the educational activity.
Better Alternatives
Instead of “Understand the signs and symptoms of sepsis,” write:
“Identify signs and symptoms associated with sepsis.”
Instead of “Learn about strategies to reduce medication errors,” write:
“Describe three strategies for reducing medication errors.”
Instead of “Become familiar with updated clinical guidelines,” write:
“Apply updated clinical guidelines when developing a patient care plan.”
Learning Objective Formula
By the conclusion of this activity, learners will be able to + measurable action verb + specific knowledge, skill, or behavior.
Examples
By the conclusion of this activity, learners will be able to:
1. Identify three evidence-based strategies for improving patient safety.
2. Apply recommended clinical guidelines when developing an individualized patient care plan.
3. Evaluate patient outcomes to determine whether modifications to the care plan are indicated.
Quick Tip
If you cannot easily observe or measure whether the learner accomplished the objective, choose a different verb.
Whenever possible, include objectives at different levels of Bloom’s Taxonomy to progress learners from acquiring knowledge to applying, analyzing, evaluating, and creating within professional practice.

